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                       PRESIDENT’S PAGE 
 

The year is fast approaching its end and we can look back and 
see a year of many changes. 

Weather patterns are changing, and with that, go changes to 
our farming operations. 

Mycoplasma Bovis is having an effect on all cattle breeders and many studs 
now have a closed herd. This may create problems for many small breeders 
who buy in 4 day old and weaner calves from saleyards. Many saleyards have 
not seen the numbers of cattle coming forward and paddock sales are slowing 
down as a result of Mycoplasma Bovis. We can only hope it can be eradicated 
very quickly or we will be like most other countries and learn to live with it. 

A & P Shows have been affected and most in the North Island have not had 
any cattle classes this year but hope to resume next year when things settle 
down. 

The bulk of calving is nearly finished and I hope the results are what you 
expected or desire. 

The next World Congress is due to be held in South Africa but I have not had 
any information at this stage. Following South Africa it will be New Zealand. 
Planning for this will need to be started in the next 18 months. Any ideas on 
sponsorship or funding for this event would be welcome. 

Closer to home our next AGM is to be held in the Nelson region in April next 
year. Details for this will be sent to members by our Secretary very soon. 

I extend to all members Seasons Greetings and hope you have a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 

Graeme Evans 
President 
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             SECRETARY’S SAY 
 
I hope calving went well for you all. Please get those herd pre-
lists filled in and posted to me as soon as you have time. 

If you have any cattle for sale, please e-mail me and I will 
forward your information to our website. I get email requests from people 
who have visited the website and are looking to buy Red Polls and I try to 
direct them to their nearest breeders, so it would be helpful to have more 
cattle advertised on our website.   

Our 2019 AGM will be held in Tararua-Southern Hawkes Bay from 
Sunday 14th – Tuesday 16th April, 2019.   

Because of the number of herds in the Wairarapa now (five stud herds), with 
four others in Tararua/Hawkes Bay, it was mooted that we split the area and 
go to Tararua/Southern Hawkes Bay this time and Wairarapa itself next year 
or the following year. 

A flyer with more detailed information will be sent out in the New Year. 

Enquiries to Graeme & Judy or Helen & Warwick. See Directory in front of 
newsletter for email/phone contacts. Some pre Tour accommodation available 
in Wairarapa if you want to hitch a ride! 

Wishing you and your families an enjoyable and relaxing Xmas. 

WELCOME to new member: 

Ricky Millen, Ohaupo 

Anne McSweeney 
282 Woodside Road,  

R.D.21, Geraldine. 7991 
 

Ph 036938862 
Email: redpolls@slingshot.co.nz 
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   FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Hi Everyone, 
A great response for this newsletter, with articles and photos 
received from members in NZ and from the wider Red Poll family 
internationally. It does make for a more interesting read when 
we have a variety of items. 

 Helen 
 

Below is photo of a young Dawn Mist cow at Graeme and Judy Evans’s 
Evanlea stud. They bought two heifers from Mike & Anne McSweeney a year 
or two ago by Dawn Mist Emirate.  
 

Their two calves hang about together and one of them likes to sneak a drink 
from the cow that is not his mother!  You can just see him lining up on the 
right.              Photo: Helen McKenzie 
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          PATRON’S PAGE I 
 

There is no doubt that quite frequently,  we farmers are being 
seen by some as agents of doom. There is a view being 
promulgated, by some saviours of the planet and often  
espoused by news media, that it is the methane which is produced by our 
cattle which will end up causing the planet to fry. That is a simple statement 
which is easily believed by the naïve but in truth is only a very small part of 
the problem of atmospheric pollution and the resulting effects causing climate 
change. City dwellers may also see us as being the root cause of water 
pollution with animal defecation running unchecked into once  pristine 
waterways. That again is a simple statement which fails to acknowledge that 
many , if not most farmers, now have farming practices which are designed to 
minimise pollution of waterways. Admittedly there have been reports, of some 
who blatantly disregard good practice and may even break laws but that does 
not mean that because of their actions that all farmers are suspect.  

I am acutely aware that a logging programme up-stream of our property has 
contributed to siltation, especially during heavy rain. 

We all know that the internal combustion engine produces polluting gases and 
oil, grease, rubber, metal and other nasty contaminates which are deposited 
on roads and flow into waterways. Tarseal roads also contribute pollutants. 

We are aware of the plague of plastic which is doing damage to marine and 
coastal environments and eco-systems. 

We may or may not know that sunscreens, cosmetics, kitchen liquids and 
toilet cleaners are all very damaging to the environment. 

As farmers we share responsibility for those and I acknowledge that. 

For those of us who use air travel we need to remember that planes are major 
polluter of the upper atmosphere. 

For much of the world which uses fossil fuels to generate electricity there is 
the large pollution quotient in that energy. 
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So, farmers are just one facet of complex modern life but sadly we are quite 
often identified as environmental vandals. 

I guess that we need to be seen as being responsible and caring citizens and 
so I applaud my niece Jenny and her husband Keith who today have opened 
their dairy farm to 700 visitors who will be hosted by guides showing them 
that good farming respects the environment and cares for planet earth. 

If there is one simple answer it would be to drastically reduce the world’s 
population and it is not beyond the realms of possibility that Mother Nature  
might  still play that card. 

Robin Shepherd QSO. 
 
 

                 PATRON’S PAGE II 

Thinking about what to write about I wondered if members know 

about “Suffolk pink”? You know aboutthe “Suffolk trilogy” – the 

association of Suffolk cattle (Red Polls from suffol dun, Suffolk 

sheep and the Suffolk Punch horse. So what is Suffolk pink? 

This is the colour of some Suffolk houses. I understand it was made by adding 

pigs blood to the paint. Does anyone have the recipe? [Ah – the wonders of 

Google and the web – 

“According to research, it was the dyers of Suffolk who first stumbled upon 
the idea of Suffolk Pink. Suffolk Pink dates back to the 14th century, where 
these pink shades were formed by adding natural substances to traditional 
limewash. For example, adding in elderberries, which release a beautiful 
carmine red. Other methods included mixing pig/ox blood with buttermilk 
which was then painted onto a house. Blackthorn or sloe juice was sometimes 
added too, to produce a redder pink.“ From a 2016 Real Estate feature of the 
firm Fenn Wright who sell Suffolk houses - Editor]  
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It was good to speak with Robert McLeod who is interested in the old herd 

books I mentioned in the previous newsletter. We have 6 x 20lb boxes in our 

garage (we used to grow 10acres of tomatoes) and they are old herd books. 

Robert is planning to collect a set next April. 

 

We were fortunate 

to travel in Suffolk 

and meet an older 

Red Poll lady known 

to long time Red 

Poll breeders in the 

UK, a Mrs Stennett. 

Her house was one 

version of Suffolk 

pink. I remember 

she had the first 

stair lift we had ever 

come across.  

 

The Suffolk Trinity; 

the horse, the bull & 

the sheep, outside 

the Suffolk 

Showgrounds near 

Ipswich, UK.  The 

sculptures are by 

renowned 

sculptress, Harriet 

Mead.  
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CROFTHEAD REPORT 

Calving was a very exciting event for us this year as these are the first of our 
Crofthead purebreds.  9 calving - a mix of rising 2-year olds and 3-year olds, 
and the outcome was 2 bull calves, 3 heifers and 4 lost - 2 stillborn and 2 with 
calving difficulties.  Not the best numbers but we have learnt a lot.   

We are still developing our facilities and while it was much easier than last 
year (a race and yards as opposed to a couple of electric fences and a muddy 
paddock) there is lot to improve for next year.  Plus, the ensuing debate 
between Robert and I about how overweight ‘his’ cattle are has been fun as 
I’m sure he spoils his girls rotten!  This year we will be using a younger bull 
(thanks Jan), who while this is his first season, we are hoping for calves with 
a lower birth weight. 

Plans are afoot for next year as we have managed to import 20 straws of 
Castlefields Nu Duke from the UK.  It will be great to expand the local 
bloodlines.  Watch this space. 

Castlefields Nu 
Duke, UK 

Otherwise we are 
trying to manage 
the spring influx of 
grass.  We are a 
wee bit under 
stocked for now but 
are still learning 
about the demands 
of the Wairarapa 

weather so the plan is to gauge what we can manage over summer and 
maybe look for stock next year. 

Wishing all you a safe and happy holiday season and a prosperous new year, 

Robert and Kirsty. 



11 
 

OPOUTERE REPORT  
 

At time of writing, mid November, we have enjoyed 60mm of rain over the 
last two days which should thicken up the hay paddocks nicely.  
 

We called in on Ian Thomas at Matangi, a month or so ago. Ian, you may 
recall, bought our two in calf heifers after the herd tour and AGM. The sale 
was organised by Robert McLeod. The two heifers had both calved, a few 
days apart and both heifers and calves, were looking very well and contented 
in their lovely surroundings. Ian was very happy with them, which is always 
satisfying from the seller’s point of view. 

Our own cows had a fairly stress free calving, except for an unexplained slip in 
July, and the cow not coming in to milk, and another older cow decided that 
rearing calves was beyond her, so we have one calf on the bucket. 

We sold our yearling bulls a while ago, six Red Poll and two Red Poll cross 
breds at Tuakau sale, they looked well and averaged 392kgs live weight. We 
received one thousand dollars, which was top price per kilogram on the day 
but was a bit disappointing we felt. 

The Red Poll ad in the Farmers Weekly looks good, well done Athol and team. 
We had a visit from a lady farming in the Helensville area. She was interested 
in looking at yearling heifers, however have not heard any more from her, but 
she did say that she felt the Red Poll would be too heavy for her wet country. 

We are both keeping reasonably well, Helen has had another coronary stent 
and the aortic heart valve replaced. She is now recovering well and looking 
forward to a much more active lifestyle. 

Allan has recovered well from his stroke and is nearly back to his old work 
load, thoroughly enjoying each day. 

Wishing all fellow cattle breeders a Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy New 
Year. 

Helen & Allan 
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TAMIHANA FROM TARANAKI 
 

Another very encouraging year is drawing rapidly to a close. What has been 
especially encouraging has been the enthusiasm of the new members that I 
have been able to assist with the establishment of their herds. This bodes well 
for the future of the Association. I WILL HAVE ANOTHER SEVEN IN-CALF TO 
SELL THIS AUTUMN! 
 

After three wet winters in a row, it was decided to reduce the herd size to 
thirty cows, to relieve the stress on both man and beast and particularly the 
pasture. As luck would have it, this coincided with the demand for breeding 
cows. But of course Murphy turns up, and so this winter was drier than 
average and reasonably mild, particularly through August. Consequently the 
cows calved in great condition and are now cycling very well for natural and 
AI mating. 
 

Only sire used naturally last year was “Tamihana Dan’s Jason”, a “Mardan 
Rays Promise” (USA) son. His calves are excellent, especially from the T. 
Kingsley daughters. 
 

He is our only natural mating herd sire, being used again this Spring. Our new 
herd sire,” Tamihana Red Max” was born this year. His sire, Raedean Maximus 
(AI Aust), his dam Tamihana CP Selena, a double descendant of the beautiful 
cow, Elmwood Red Rata. (I’m not quite ready to retire yet, with my next herd 
sire having just been born!) 
 

Weather wise this Spring has been a stop-go affair, with three weeks dry in 
October, which broke on the full moon, to give us two weeks wet since then. 
About two degrees below average temperature for this time of year. (Should 
really demand an ETS refund as the global temperature is going down, not 
up. Snow arriving two months early in the Northern hemisphere, and still 
falling in the South Island) Al Gore promised no snow after 2015... 
 

All the very best for Christmas and may 2019 treat you well..... 
 

Robin Thomson 
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RANGITIHI WINTER REPORT 
 

After a wet winter we are now experiencing a dry spring which has not 
encouraged a real flush of grass growth but so far we are managing. 

We have held over a mob of now three year old first calvers who are due to 
calve in February so that has placed some pressure on our feed. We are 
determined that they should go to a breeder rather than end up in the works 
being slaughtered for meat and foetal blood. Our Red Poll breed needs to 
have a pool of good females available if we hope to survive in a world of 
strong breed competition. 

We planned for November calving this year and progeny arriving by 
McMarshall are looking great with 80% being heifers so far. It is always 
intriguing to see the maternal instincts at play as a cow delivers her latest 
progeny. I swear that it is a look of astonishment which flits across the eyes 
of a first-time mother as she regards the slippery bundle on the ground, but 
quickly instinct takes charge and without the help of a midwife the calf is 
nuzzled, licked and nudged. Just wonderful to watch!  It is always a good 
feeling to see cows calving easily and delivering another special Red Poll to 
help keep the breed alive. 

Today (10th November) is the day of the Bay of Islands Show and they also 
have removed cattle classes from their catalogue as a precaution against 
spreading mycoplasma bovis. I am wondering if there is a feasibility of having 
judging off site with the judges visiting farms or using video technology plus 
weight and growth data. 

We send Season’s Greetings to you all and hope that the weather manages to 
bless you with the necessary components for grass growth and animal health. 

Gena & Robin Shepherd  
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RIVER VALLEY FARM’S REPORT 10-04-18 
Well… What a strange spring this is turning out to be either very late or not 
coming… jury is still out. 

Been a busy time at river valley the re-fenced paddocks are working a treat 
but only one flood really to speak off for winter despite being a very wet 
season. 

Ended up purchasing 300 bales of hay with the last 4 mix breed steers. So as 
you can see in the photo’s Mr Orwell thought that was the best idea. 

Speech bubble – ‘I 
brought in a small bit of 
hay and now the girls 
must share all they get 
forever!!!. “The Players 
Plan” has paid tenfold. 
Not just handsome but 
smart too.’ 

 
Last season’s calves were pretty happy too, once again our favourite people 
next door have done us proud with their swap of our bull calves for their 
impeccable, quiet, heifers. 

Speech bubble – ‘Sometimes its just 
better off the bike. Good humans.’  
 
Glad we just kept to only our lines at 
both properties (no mix breeds this 
year) need the grass for the red polls 
and the odd riff raff. Glitter one of 
our original milking cows took a 
shine to Orwell while he lived at the 
home 
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Glad we just kept to 
only our lines at both 
properties (no mixed 
breeds this year). Need 
the grass for the Red 
Polls and the odd riff 
raff.  

Glitter, one of our 
original milking cows, 
took a shine to Orwell 
while he lived at the 
home property. She is 

now the size of a large whale so will be interesting what their calf looks like. 
The black n white Hereford and Red Devon young one’s have come back to 
home from the block so Santa is a happy chappy. We will keep the young Red 
Polls at home till they are bigger, then it is off to the block, at that point the 
dream of only Red Polls up there will become a reality.  

On a personal level my son turned 21 in September 
and got married on 1st November so have spent 
quite some time down in Auckland. Both events 
have been fun, exciting and exhausting. My 
awesome husband held the fort while I was away 
(bless him) and get this folks!! Jamie carried (not 
over the fuel tank of the quad) our first heifer calf 
up a massive hill through a gate to its Mama; my 
dairy farmer has been converted by Red Poll 
Mania!!! I love it. 

 Talking of FAVOURITES – GP (Grandpa) got cake from the Shepherds…. Jamie 
and Kaye never even saw a photo of said CAKE!!! 

 
River Valley Wishes Everyone a Healthy and Prosperous 2019 

Take Care:  Jamie and Kaye Heaven 
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ROSEMARKIE REPORT 
Rain and more rain and the grass is growing. 
At the end of September Warwick and I travelled over to Australia. The initial 
couple of days we spent visiting two Ryeland sheep studs near Launceston in 
Tasmania. We stayed at the Peppers Seaboard Hotel (apartments really). This 
was really good; right beside the Tamar River marina and a 5 minute walk to 
the town centre. Great coffee and bookshops too! A good breakfast/lunch café 
and several restaurants, literally beside the hotel. Highly recommended. 
We then flew back to Melbourne and 
stayed a night out at Sunbury with 
another Ryeland breeder, near Mt 
Macedon. Very hospitable folks. Our 
youngest son, Alistair, flew down from 
Julia Creek and also spent that night with 
our hosts.  

L-R Warwick, Al & John Lakey check out 
the volcanic rocks, Sunbury 

Next day we caught the train in to 
Flinders St Station, central Melbourne. 
We stayed next three nights at the 
Victoria Hotel. A bit dearer but so… 
central! We stayed there once before on our previous visit to the Melbourne 
show. 
Thursday afternoon was spent sightseeing.  My great nephew who lives locally 
joined us for dinner that night. Friday, Warwick, Al and I went to the show 
and caught up with the Red Poll breeders. Friday was Led Classes in the 
Clydesdale horses so spent most of the time between Clydesdales, Red Polls 
and walking to find food and drink around the grounds. Al and Warwick both 
got really good quality leather belts. Made while we waited! 
Next day Red Poll cattle were the Feature Cattle Breed. Because of this, their 
stalls were right beside the ring, great seating too. A wonderful line up of over 
70 animals including calves. Well done Australian breeders. We had bought 
tickets to the Red Poll dinner afterwards.  
Special thanks to Gay Ward for organizing our show tickets. 

Helen & Warwick 
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STRATHWELL REPORT 
 

Currently we are having a great spring in Canterbury. Just when we think the 
crops need a water we get a shower or two of rain with the last rain 45 mm 
falling on the 8th of November. 

The Ellesmere show which was held on the 13th of October has come and 
gone with no cattle exhibited because of M. bovis. The grand parade certainly 
wasn't the same without the cattle present. The highlight of the show was a 
chook winning the supreme exhibit. 

This year’s calving wasn't too bad. however we lost one cow to magnesium 
deficiency and so  decided to rear her calf by hand. I decided to buy some 
extra calves. If I’m feeding one calf, I might as well feed five, so I bought four 
Hereford Ayrshire cross calves . 

This year we have sold three bulls; two to Lake Sumner and one to the West 
Coast plus there is steady demand from the local butcher for heifers and 
steers. 

Hopefully MPI can bring in a policy of free testing for M. bovis for all show 
cattle in New Zealand. Something similar to TB testing would be great i.e.  a 
milk test for Dairy  and blood test for Beef? 

 Wishing you all a great Xmas.  
Ian & Anita Fleming. 

 

URUGUAY CATCHUP 
 

Bill Hays forwarded me [Editor] an emailed photo (see next page) with no 
information, so I replied and asked for a bit, - “Yes, they are a group of my 
heifers, some of which are by Tamihana Tom’s Kingsley CP (NZ bull). A fairly 
good Spring here with both warmth and grass.  I am housebound so haven’t I 
haven’t seen the heifers in person; my steps are assisted and I am in and out 
of hospital. 

Bill Hays 
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 EVANLEA REPORT 
 

Another calving season just about finished and mixed results. Lost 2 calves 
born dead, and we also lost one cow, with a calf of 6 weeks old. Calf was 
reared on milk powder and is doing well.   

All cows are now out with the bull but after 30 days with the cows he has 
gone lame and another bull has been sent out as replacement. This will 
require us to DNA test all registered calves next year so the breeding is 
guaranteed. This is the first time we have had a problem and speaking to 
other breeders it seems they have had problems like this in the past. 

We are a closed herd at this stage and have had pleasing demand to sell most 
of our yearling bulls which is very satisfying.    

The winter was very wet in parts but we seem to have got through with little 
trouble. The stock has done well but the spring has been slow for grass 
growth. Hay and Silage crops look to be later than normal but with a bit more 
rain things should get better. 

We wish you all the best for the Christmas Season. 
Judy & Graeme Evans 

 

 
 

Bill Hays’s heifers, Uruguay (see previous page for article) 
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WAIRARAPA RED POLL GATHERING 
 

A couple of weeks ago Robert McLeod and Kirsty Loveday took the time to 
organise a lunch for the Wairarapa members to have a pre – Christmas catch 
up. 
 

This was well attended with Rob & Kirsty, Graeme & Judy, Ollie & Tina and 
their young son, Neil Wilton and his partner Sharon, Athol & Betty and their 
son Clive, and Warwick and me. 
 
Local café, “Dish” in Masterton, was the venue.  A great time was had by all 
with it being just a social outing – no Red Poll business! 

 
L –R Neil Wilton, 
partner Sharon, 
Rob McLeod, 
Kirsty Loveday & 
Tina Theedom 
 
 
 
 
 

 
L-R  

Betty Sowry, Warwick 
Potts, Graeme Evans, Neil 

Wilton and partner, Sharon
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MELBOURNE SHOW PHOTOS 

Some of Stormley Stud’s show team Junior Champion Heifer, Stormley Renee. 
Editor presents ribbon! 

Red Poll display & merchandise table Best Three Head, any age 

Hancock family say “Gudday” Most successful exhibitors,Storm Family 
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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS PHOTOS, June 2017 

 
Dan Schmiesing invites Allison and Kyle 
Young, to introduce themselves and family   Lunch preparations at Belyew’s,.  

Bumper plate at Mammoth Cave  Another bumper plate 

Lunch in the Lion’s Hall, Mammoth Cave 
 

Bluegrass band,  Museum of Appalachia 
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THE INTERNATIONAL RED POLL CONGRESS & TOUR, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1-25th JUNE 2017, Part 5 

 

Thursday June 15th, Day fifteen 
Up at 5am this morning. Cases out for loading on the bus and breakfast at 
5.30am! We were off to Shelbyville, Kentucky to see the AK Cattle 
Company herd of Kyle and Allison Young. Firstly, back across the border, 
into Illinois. Small gas wells working in some paddocks. We had a stop at the 
Goshen Road rest area where there was a small reserve of original tree cover. 
We then had a long drive which included crossing the Ohio River which 
borders, and is officially owned by, Kentucky.  

Dean Anderson (Canada) observing cows at Youngs. Bull in centre is Bo 
(Beau?) by Parkstyle Alec 
 

We saw two groups of cattle here. The ones above had recently come up from 
Texas. The second group of cows was out with the bull Navigator Ray, which 
is leaving the Young’s smaller calves that grow quickly. 
Kyle and Allison are a very hardworking couple with two young children – the 
baby was only 3 weeks of age when we visited. The lemonade with lunch was 
the best yet!  We left about 3-30pm to return to Louisville. Dinner was at the 
Brick House – very noisy and the seats were very low. 
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Friday June 16th, Day Sixteen 
A later start today – On the bus at 8.15am. Heading to Mammoth Cave Red 
Polls of Julie & Mike Reed.  We passed through some “Waikato” fog on the 
way. Mike’s country has limestone caps and sandstone bottoms and is lacking 
selenium. Closer to Mammoth Cave the soil is sandy clay type and is more 
mineral deficient. (Although we did not go to Mammoth Cave National Park I 
checked it out on Google. It has a fascinating history if you have time to look 
it up. Editor) 
Mike and Julie have around 25-30 cows calving, divided between Spring and 
Autumn calvers. Calving is mainly from St Patrick’s Day through to the end of 
May/June. Mike prefers a 45 day calving “window”. He likes the Red Polls for 
their laidback temperament and uniformity of type. Mike mentioned that he 
liked Yongerellen Grant Invar. His herd has primarily been influenced by 
Mohler cattle but he was leasing a bull from Mark Harrison in Western 
Kentucky with some Australian blood in him. He was hoping to gain superior 
volume and growth from this cross. He finds the Red Polls grow well on his 
hilly country and native pastures. They are also given garlic lick blocks. 
  

Mammoth Cave cow 
#B37, by a Karl bull out 
of a Parkstyle Alec 
daughter gets the once 
over from Robin 
Thomson (left 
foreground) and Bill 
Payne 
 
Lunch was held in the 
local Lion’s Hall – pulled 
pork, baked beans, 
cornbread (like a polenta 

pikelet), coleslaw and sweetened iced tea. Dessert was a choice of chocolate 
meringue pie, cherry pie or blackberry pie with ice cream. Yum! 
Now, heading on down to Tennessee. We stopped at the Pilot Travel Centre, 
Franklin Truck Stop. Had an ice cream – too BIG!!! 
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Tennessee is a long narrow state running east-west. The capital is Nashville 
where we were going to stay. On the way we crossed the Cumberland River. 
Our accommodation was at the Hyatt Hotel. On arrival their we had a half 
hour rest break and then off to the Cracker Barrel for dinner where the menus 
had a calorie count beside each option. What a great idea! From there it was 
off to the famous Grand Ole Opry. Good to have Sally Temple back in the fold 
as she had been away visiting family for a few days. 
The G.O.O. was not far away but the bus had a circuitous route to get there. 
Most of the women had taken an effort to dress up a bit for the evening. 
Before we entered the concert venue we had a quick browse in the souvenir 
shop. Fridge magnets are my favourites – don’t take up too much room in the 
suitcase and don’t weigh much (well, unless you have rather a large number 
of them!!) 
Singers on the programme were unknown to me although some of the songs 
were familiar. The programme, which is broadcast live, is about 2½ hours 
long. While waiting for the bus a few of our lot got caught up watching the 
fireflies and found themselves running late. Back to the hotel to a welcome 
bed. 
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Saturday June 17th, Day Seventeen 
Off to Big Sandy, much hillier in Tennessee than previous country we had 
been through. 
Today we are going to see Belyew’s Red Poll Cattle stud owned by Edsel and 
Jan Belyew. On our way we stopped at the Chet Atkins and Patsy Cline rest 
area in Benton County.  Lots of roads and trees and hills. 
 

Lunch was at Belyews. They have four different areas they farm. The cows 
were in four mobs, nice, moderate framed and my type. We piled on trailers 
towed behind utes and travelled through Big Sandy township to view two of 
the mobs. Edsel then climbed aboard the bus with us and we travelled about 
40 minutes to see the last mob. 

One of the Belyew herd sires. 
 

The trip back to Nashville in the bus took about two hours. For dinner that 
night there was a choice of going to the Boot Barn for Pizza or going to the 
Gaylord Hotel and Gardens. The latter was the choice Warwick and I made. 
This is basically a huge hotel/convention centre that is built around pools and 
gardens with shops and restaurants a plenty! We walked around Delta Island 
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and then the Magnolia area. We had a quick look at the shops for a souvenir 
or two then went and had dinner at Findlay’s Irish Pub. We had fish and chips 
followed by a shared chocolate and mousse cake – very rich. I indulged in a 
shandy and Warwick had the Stone Black nut brown ale. Musicians were 
arriving to play Irish music for the evening but we had to leave after dessert 
to catch the bus. We had not seen half the attractions! 
 

The others had moved on to some of the Honky Tonk cafés. Each of them had 
a different Country & Western artist playing in them. The Hyatt Hotel was not 
the best we had stayed in as far as servicing the rooms went! 
 

Sunday June 18th, Day Eighteen 
On the bus at 8am. We were heading for Clinton, Tennessee to visit the 
Appalachian Museum, then on to Asheville for the night. (After this we were 
staying three nights in the one hotel with laundry facilities!!!) 
 

On the way we stopped at a nice rest area – a bit of a uphill stroll to get to it 
– Smith County I40 Rest Area. An interesting memorial was placed here – “In 
Memory of Tennessee Department of Transportation employees who lost their 
lives building and maintaining our transportation system since 1948” – 55 
names were inscribed on this. 
 

Back on the bus we eventually passed over the Clinch River and a while later 
passed through Knoxville. To while away the time Barb, our tour guide, had 
put a DVD on – an American comedienne – a bit loud figuratively and literally 
for me but others enjoyed it. 
 

We arrived at the Museum of Appalachia in Norris in time for lunch. We were 
serenaded by a proper bluegrass band as we ate. Tables with red & white 
checked cloths were set up in the room behind the souvenir shop. Lunch was 
cornbread, coleslaw, baked beans (had a slightly smoky flavour and were the 
best we had had) and a choice of grilled chicken or pulled pork. This was 
followed by a very rich brown slice – not so much like a brownie as a thick 
chocolate mousse. The band consisted of a violin, banjo, guitar and double 
bass players. A couple of the songs I knew were “The Wabash Cannonball” 
and “The Tennessee Waltz”. The young banjo player was particularly adept. 
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The following piece is from the Wikipedia entry on the Museum.- 

“The museum was established in the 1960s by John Rice Irwin, an East 
Tennessee educator and businessman, who has followed the basic philosophy 
of preserving not only structures and artefacts relevant to the region's history, 
but also preserving each item's individual history— who owned it, when and 
how it was created or obtained, and how it was used. These oral histories and 
recollections are housed, along with thousands of photographs, in the 
museum's archives.”  

I went into the “Hall Of Fame”; great displays. Photos of old time mountain 
folk. Nearly all had lost their teeth. One little old lady looked like an “apple 
doll” and her husband like the archetypal “hillbilly”. They lived very hard lives 
– a lot worked in logging and mining. They made beautiful woven baskets too. 
One of the displays was of a jawbone fiddle made by the owner of a mule 
when it passed away. There was also an actual Connestoga or “prairie” wagon 
used by the pioneers as well as an amazing intricately carved & ebonised 
wooden horse drawn hearse.  
 

Connestoga wagon 
 
Warwick went to 
look at the outside 
buildings but there 
was too much 
inside of interest 
to get me 
outdoors. I could 
have spent a 
whole day inside 
very easily. 
President Ronald 
Reagan gave a 

cutting from a magnolia planted by Andrew Jackson at the White House to the 
Museum. 
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At 3pm it was back on the bus for Ashville. The temperature was warming up 
a bit but not uncomfortable as yet. More hills and trees and three lane 
motorways. We crossed the wide French Broad River and travelled over the 
“Smoky Mountains”. Passing alongside Pigeon River – a bit like the Manawatu 
Gorge - with fences to stop falling rock. We crossed the Appalacian Trail 
(about 2,190miles long). We’re now in North Carolina, the capital of which is 
Raleigh. The state tree is the dogwood. We arrived at the Marriot, “Fairfield 
Inn and suites”. Nice room. 
 

That evening it was back on the bus to go to Stone Ridge Tavern. It was a 
busy night as it was Father’s Day. The staff were at sixes and sevens a bit, 
however, we all got fed eventually. The broccoli was slathered in orange 
coloured cheese – I think the colouring may be from annatto. Warwick and I 
shared a dessert – a tiny bit of brownie and an even tinier bit of ice cream. 
Over all dinner was good – large plates though.  

 

Waiting... and waiting... for dinner at the Stone Ridge Tavern.  
Left: Helen Mancey (UK) with Allan & Helen Bridson & Warwick Potts behind. 
Right: Terry Mancey (UK) with Dean Jensen (Aus) next to him. 
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ATHBEY REPORT FROM ABROAD – CHATHAM ISLANDS 
The first week of October we were part of the inaugural tour to go from 
Wanganui to the Chatham Islands, and also believed to be the largest tour 
group to ever visit the Island. 
It was a long first day, out of bed at 3-30am snatching a snack and cuppa and 
on the road to Wanganui via Palmerston North to pick up our daughter 
Priscilla who was looking after our car while we were away. 
At Wanganui airport we met our travel agent and tour leader, from Te Anau, 
Merv Halliday, issued with our name tags and on time at 7pm were boarding 
Air Chatham’s Convair 580 for the 2 hour flight to Tuuta Memorial Aerodrome 
Chatham Island. 
On the way out we were instructed to put our clocks forward 45 minutes to 
Chatham Island time and when we arrive find we are 20 years behind. 
 

On disembarking we met our Island tour guide, who was also our coach driver 
and coach owner, Toni Croon who also owns the island hotel, motel and 
travellers rest accommodation and is presently building an additional $2m 
hotel. Those of you that follow horse racing may remember Toni as a jockey, 
trainer and stables owner at Cambridge some years back, before she returned 
to her Chatham Island birth place.  
 
Day One It’s now 10am Chatham Island 
time, and the group board 2 coaches and 
our island adventure is under way. Today 
we explore the north western corner, 
first stop the Olivine Basalt rock columns 
formed from lava some 79 million years 
ago, mostly 5 sided giving them a 
manmade look. Then it was on through a 
Chinese owned sheep station to access a 
beach and lunch stop. 
 

We next had a 1.5 km walk across farm 
land to a 1880s built stone cottage  still 
lived in by a friendly lady, whom you 
may of seen on the TV program Coast. 
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Our long day draws to a close as the coaches head for Waitangi, the CBD of 
the island, and into the allotted accommodation. We were in the hotel and 
found as we had read it more than equalled anything of the same star rating 
in New Zealand, clean, modern and comfortable. We were to learn from our 
evening meal that night we would see lots of sea food during our stay but we 
never complained, a sea food freshness we have never tasted before. 
Waitangi Hotel on the Beach Front, CBD above 
 

Day Two we travelled the south eastern corner of the island. First stop the 
Moriori Kopinga Marae, five sided with their culture aligned with the Basalt 
rocks. Here we were told the true history of what happened with most of the 
tour group knowing about the Maori invasion of the island in 1835, the 
slaughter and cannibalism of the Moriori but what we didn’t know was the 
slave trade the Moriori were forced into, with many being brought to mainland 
New Zealand, only stopped when the government of the day brought in a law 
banning slavery. We visited the statue of Tommy Solomon, the last full 
blooded Moriori who died in 1933 and then the community of Owenga put on 
lunch for the tourists as a fund raiser. It was here we met the wife and family 
of an autogyro pilot Athol had meet in Dannevirke a few years ago. Athol 
caught up with Jay a few days later as today the ship was in and he was 
trucking 600 lambs to the wharf on their way to the South Island. 
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Day Three we explored the northern centre of the island, with one coach 
becoming bogged, unable to be pulled out by the second coach, requiring a 
several mile walk to get a large machine to pull it clear.  
 

On Day Four our coach dramas continued, this time running out of diesel, 
but help was summoned in way of a fuel tanker and we were soon on our way 
exploring the north eastern corner of the island, this included a seal colony 
visit, and the remains of a Sunderland flying boat that had previously served 
the island. Here the Kaingaroa community put on dinner for us. During our 
tour we viewed Moriori tree and rock carvings, only accessible to approved 
tour operators as they are mostly across private land or in reserves that 
require an entry permit. 
  
On our first day we drove through a lot of cattle country, and we noticed a 
few animals with markings, colour and build of Red Polls. We have since read 
the Chatham Island book and quote from it, “improved pastures were 
developed in the 1930’s and increased numbers of cattle were raised with 
Red Poll bulls being crossed  with Shorthorns”, so we were seeing right. 
 
Costs make farming difficult. Fertilizer in 1 tonne bags, $150 per each freight. 
Selling cost for a recent line of lambs were, trucking from farm to wharf, 
wharf fees, shipping costs, NZ wharf fees, trucking to holding farm in New 
Zealand to recover from shipping, trucking to sale yards,  yard fees, selling 
commission, total cost per lamb $46. A recent line of 29 prime cattle, the net 
cheque after shipping and other costs $19,000. To me that’s costs of around 
$370 per animal. 
 

All fresh vegetables are imported, milk is in cartons (no plastic), the shop 
stores bread frozen and is trickled onto the shelf as needed. 
 

Five marvellous days and four nights that really wasn’t long enough and we 
would certainly do it again. 

 
Athol & Betty Sowry 
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RED POLL NEWS – FROM JAMAICA 
Olivia Scott 

Jamaica Red Poll Bull -  KW 44/3 

At the 66th Anniversary of the National Agricultural, Industrial and Food Show 
held at the Denbigh Show Grounds on August 4-6, 2018, the cattle on display 
was outstanding. As is customary, the Jamaica Red Poll excelled in numbers 
and quality.   

Four members of the Breed Association had entries in the competitive classes.  
They were – Agro-Investment Minard, Bengal Farms, DevCal Farms and YS 
Farms.  In the interbreed contests Agro-Investment Minard and DevCal Farms 
were strong contenders with three breeds and YS Farms with two. 
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The International Judge, P.J. Budler of South Africa was invited to evaluate 
the animals that were winners in the interbreed classes.  In placing the 
Jamaica Red Poll bull KW 44/3 as the Supreme Champion Senior Beef Bull, he 
offered high commendation to that animal and to the Jamaica Red Poll Breed 
in general.  His remarks regarding the cattle on display and the Show were 
quite positive. 

Over the years, continuous improvement has been noted with Jamaica Red 
Poll Cattle.  Persons attending the Shows always gravitate to the barns that 
display Red Polls from the YS Farms. 

LEADING BY EXAMPLE: 
Dr Karl Wellington, veteran Animal Scientist, gained 20 years of experience 
showing cattle from herds of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Agricultural 
Development Corporation and ALCAN Jamaica Company from 1969 – 1988. 

Showing cattle from his own YS Farms began in 1988 when his entry of a 
yearling Jamaica Red Poll Bull KW 55/86 was awarded Junior Champion in 
the interbreed competition.  At the annual shows, thereafter, his exhibits of 
Jamaica Red Poll and Polled Jamaica Brahman were confined to the main 
objective of improving the standards of animals within the breeds.  

Over the period of 30 years, many trophies have been awarded to the 
exhibitors and in 2018, the Supreme Champion Beef Bull has attracted 
international attention.  Yet another, not so prominently recognized is the 15 
consecutive years (2004 – 2018) of the award for Lot of 3 Jamaica Red Poll 
Bulls under 2 years of age.  This is a reflection of the gene pool that resides in 
the herd and also of the impact and significance of this unit in the 
conservation and development of the breed.  Indeed, it is not dissimilar to the 
role of the nucleus herd developed at Grove Place Research Station by the 
Government of Jamaica during the middle years of the 20th century. 

The interest displayed by other participants in the Show of 2018 is 
commendable.  Much more is, however, required to promote and expand the 
breed. 
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RED POLLS, MY FAMILY AND ME by Richard Dawes UK 

Those who went on the UK Congress Tour will remember Richard & Virginia 
Dawes.  Thanks to the Red Poll Cattle Society for permission to reprint this 
article. 

There is no getting away from 
the fact that I am a townie! I 
was born in Bedford in 1942 
at the height of the War and 
my early years were spent at 
my Grandmother’s house in 
Chaucer Road whilst my 
Father was on active service 
in India. My earliest memories 
are of that time. Christmas in 
the blackout with second hand 
presents, waving flags on VE 
day, the model Spitfire an RAF 
pilot made me and Father’s 
return from India. However 
the event that is still engraved 
on my mind is standing on the 
tennis court in Granny’s 
garden, it must have been in late 1944 or early 1945, watching the planes 
from airfields around Bedford and East Anglia stack over Bedford until the sky 
was thick with RAF and USAF bombers. We watched as they moved off on 
operations over Germany but I was obviously too young to know that many 
would never return home.  

As the War ended life changed and my lifelong interest in agriculture began. 
My parents had close friends who farmed just outside Bedford and their eldest 
son was, and still is, a good friend. The farm was a mixed one and reflected 
an industry on the cusp of change. I spent many happy days there. The farm 
still had a heavy horse used for carting and several tractors, all Fordson 
Standard to begin with, which had a propensity to set on fire when refuelling. 
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Spectacular! Most of the farm vehicles were ex-army. I remember seeing a 
threshing machine being used to process the grain which must have been 
almost its last harvest before the advent of the combine. The farm had a 
milking herd which I don’t think had any Red Polls which were in decline as 
the subsidy system changed to reward volume. 

I entered Bedford School in 1949 and was there until I left in 1961. In those 
days the School was much more closely tied to agriculture since the county 
had a large farming community. It had a flourishing Young Farmers Club and 
just before we left school the master-in-charge gave us some advice ‘what 
you boys should do is to marry a farmer’s daughter. There is plenty of brass 
around there’ I wonder if the advice would be the same today!? I wanted to 
go into agriculture but my father was definite that I was expected to join him 
in the family firm! Thus I found myself working on the floor of the Stock 
Exchange. Not very different in fact from a livestock farm! 

Most weekends I returned to Bedford to hunt with the North Bucks Beagles. 
In the mid sixties I joined the meet just as a most attractive girl turned up. 
Always keen on the main chance I asked a friend who she was. He told me 
her name was Virginia Drummond and she was from a farming family from 
Hinwick out Wellingborough way as he termed it. After consuming a large 
piece of chocolate cake at the post hunt tea I approached her and suggested 
we adjourned to the local pub for a sharpener. ‘Certainly not I’m busy and 
anyway I don’t know you’. The first part of her reply was probably true but 
the second bit demonstrated a degree of flexibility as we have now been 
married for 51 years! 

It was Virginia who introduced me to Red Poll Cattle. Her Father had a herd 
[The Hinwick Herd] but sadly he had died several years previously and the 
herd was dispersed. However her godfather, Dennis Hutchinson, was a well 
known breeder of sheep and Red Polls [The Cransley Herd]. He was a council 
member in the 1960’s and was a Society judge not only in the UK but also in 
Kenya and the Rand Show in Johannesburg. Shortly after we got engaged we 
went over to Sunday lunch after which Dennis asked me to come outside. I 
thought he was going to tell me to look after his goddaughter but we headed 
straight for the cattle sheds, opened the gate, and I saw a sea of docile red 
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cattle. I was totally hooked! Dennis was a very kind man and gave Virginia a 
lot of advice when she wanted to get her own livestock. 

Virginia firstly built up a flock of Black Welsh Mountain sheep and then as 
more land became available she decided to start a small herd of Red Polls. 
She asked a local Hereford breeder and cattle expert, Bob Borwick, to help 
her and together they visited a range of Red Poll herds. They were not 
making much progress until they visited Steve and Yvonne Prescott. Steve 
took a lot of trouble in trying to find bloodlines from her father’s herd and the 
Cransley Herd and we purchased four heifers. I don’t think it is fully 
appreciated the contribution the Prescotts have made in keeping the breed 
going through tough times. The landlords and neighbours of the farm at 
Hinwick were the Reeves family who farmed the Bromborough Estate. Kit 
Reeves was a past President of the Society and his son Dudley had the 
Hinwick prefix when the Hinwick herd was dispersed. Very kindly he gave it 
back to Virginia, which was much appreciated, and enabled her to restart the 
Hinwick herd. From day one we were helped by David and Lis Blunt who then 
started their own Red Poll herd. We bought one of their cows, Abbey Rosa, 
whose dam came from Rosemary Philipson-Stow. Rosa became the matriarch 
of our most successful bloodline using semen from an Australian bull, 
Yongerellen Power Mover. 

I knew next to nothing about cattle when we started unlike my wife. However 
we joined three Red Poll conferences and tours and I learnt more on those 
trips from the likes of Alan Wilson, Murray Williams and Peter Fleming than I 
could have hoped to learn at home. They were also great fun and we made 
some good friends on them. 

From 1990 onwards we did a lot of showing both of the sheep and cattle. The 
highlight of our year became The Royal Show. It was a bit daunting at first 
but we had our first winner in 1996 and later won two breed championships.  

As the decade wore on I took over as Chairman from Tony Fletcher at quite a 
difficult time for the breed. I was sure we could correct this and I was greatly 
helped by Giles Crisp who was an excellent but firm treasurer, Tony Barratt, 
Diana Flack, Ben Woolf, the Prescotts and Terina Booker plus several 
longstanding members. The highlight of my time as Chairman was running 



37 
 

and hosting the 13th World Congress. Besides myself we had an excellent 
steering committee with Terry Mancey, Terina, and Stephen and Yvonne. We 
put together a great programme [at least I thought it was] and we were really 
grateful for the generosity of the hosts. It had its moments, not least, when 
the travel agent we had appointed went bust. Luckily we had not paid them 
anything and appointed an excellent replacement! 

I think we did get things moving and provide a base for recovery of the Red 
Poll breed. I am optimistic about the future and I am sure we will benefit from 
the trend back to native breeds of cattle. Our herd continues to flourish and 
Virginia and I wish everyone good luck. 

Richard Dawes 
 

 
USA NEWS 

I sent an email to Jefferson Wilkins (we visited there on the Congress Tour 
last year) inquiring how they got on in the Hurricane as they live in North 
Carolina. 

31 October 2018 
‘Good to hear from you. We have had an unusual month with back to back 
two hurricanes on top of us and a week later the remnants of a tropical 
depression on top of us. Still have more fall hay to cut. Ground is wet.  
All in all the cattle are safe and sound, the fences are mended. All is good. 
Thanks for asking.  
Hope you all are well and you have a super spring and summer ahead of you.  
Please keep in touch.  Jefferson’  
 
Also a few words from William Wiese when I sent the reminder about the 
News deadline.- 
 
9 November 2018 
‘Snow in Kansas with some beans and grain sorghum still in the field.  Nice 
Red Poll calves are coming with a new one this morning.  Mom and calf are 
not in the dry barn as the snow continues to fall.’  Bill 
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Gino was Grand Champion Red Poll Bull at Beef Australia, Rockhampton 2018 
 
He is a Red Poll bull with excellent thickness throughout.  A wonderful 
temperament; excellent credentials.  We do plan to collect him, but currently 
he is out with the 'girls'. 
 
I believe he is the type we need to add carcase for the commercial market. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Prue Lee, Omega 3 Red Polls Australia,  
Www.omega3redpolls.com.au 
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KENYA NEWS 
Hope all is good with you in NZ. Things going well here although sadly Erick 
has left us to start up his own business - what we call an "Agrovet", selling 
farm inputs. However, we are still in touch and he is joining me for a trip for 
our Boran Society AGM and Open Day on Saturday. 

Our Red Polls took a real beating at the beginning of the year, with a fairly 
severe drought and a serious breakdown of our acaricides. The animals could 
have been called Blue Polls they had so many ticks on them and most went 
down with clinical or subclinical Babesia infections. Fortunately, we did not 
also get Theleria problems. Many abortions, but starting to look reasonable 
again, with most in calf now.  

Have just sold a bull to Uganda, two to Kenya customers a couple of months 
ago, and a bloke from southern Tanzania (1,300 km away) coming for 3 bulls 
and some semen later this month, so things are looking up. 

Jimmy Brooks 

Jimmy’s caption – “It’s tough in the tropics!” 
 

Photos Back Cover:  
Top:   Storm family & their Supreme Champion cow, Stormley Lara & calves. 

Ribbon presenteted by Helen McKenzie.     Photo: Frank Moya 
Bottom: Crofthead Farm bull calf by Dawn Mist Zeus Montana ex Tamihana 

TK Sojan   
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