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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
Currently we are having an increase in demand for yearling
heifers which is encouraging for our breed.
For our stud, out of thirty cows calved, only nine calves were
heifers, which is disappointing when one is trying to meet the market and
increase our herd size at the same time.
In general, I think there has been a steady increase in demand for beef recently
and our breed should take advantage of these prices. Unfortunately, costs are
rising as well, which makes farming challenging not to mention processing
speed due to covid.
As you know our AGM has been put back to the end of May. This was largely
due to covid. Hopefully by then covid has peaked and won’t be such a threat,
thus encouraging more breeders to be present.
For those members that can’t make the tour and AGM I hope the weather during
your Autumn and Winter months are kind and set you up for a great calving in
Spring.
Kind Regards

Ian Fleming

 What the President does in his time off!

Ian says, “Salmon was caught at the Rakaia
mouth on the 18th of March. It’s been five
years since I've got one, so long overdue”
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SECRETARY’S SAY

Hello Everyone,
It’s time again for our AGM and Herd Tour and I’d encourage all to attend and
take part. Details of the meeting are on page 7 and additional information has
been emailed out. For any that didn’t receive the email, please contact me so
I can update our information.
There has been an encouraging number of people buying cattle over the year
with an increase in the number of associate members and registered herds
due to this. Hopefully some will become full members and continue breeding
and registering cattle.
There has been a good number of calves registered this season, and a herd
book will be published shortly. I anticipate it being available at the AGM.
Unfortunately, Jan Schepel has resigned due to moving overseas, but he was
able to sell all his cattle and add to the associate members.
In these challenging times (as outlined by our Patron on the following page)
it’s good to see that there remains steady interest in our breed.
Our badges will be available for purchase at the AGM.

Warwick Potts
Registrar/Secretary/Treasurer
06 372 7842
redpollassociationnz@gmail.com
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PATRON’S PAGE Autumn
For those of us on the land life is currently challenging.
I listed the current troubling issues which directly affect us here
in the Far North: •

Proposed water reforms where inevitably a new regime will make
classical mistakes and impose a whole new regime.

•

The discussions relating to emissions charging and the whole
uncertainty which that raises about long term economic planning.

•

Current land sales markets taking farm land out for carbon sequestering
forests. I do not want to be an island of pasture with tall silent pine
trees as my neighbours.

•

The effects of Covid on supply chains, on prices, on reduced services
and a real threat to my health.

•

The frightening effects of a war in Ukraine with the trickle-down effects
of supply restrictions and price escalations of fertilisers, grains and
petroleum.

•

The tight supply of farm labour as a result of border restrictions.

•

The long booking lists for killing space at the meat works.

There is very little there that I can actually influence or do anything about. The
immediate and long-term futures of successful farming will be largely in the lap
of the gods. I fear for a future where so many controls will be part of the rural
economy.
I can see some merit in changing my operations to growing hydroponic medical
cannabis and leasing out the rest of the land for a solar farm with some lovely
Red Poll cattle grazing between the rows.

Robin L. Shepherd QSO
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RED POLL CATTLE HERD TOUR ITINERARY, 2022
Sat 28th May
9.10am
Meet at Raewood Fresh Café, 800 Harewood Road, near
Christchurch Airport.
10am

Leave for Waikari.

11am

Arrive at 106 Waikari Valley Road. Doug &Sharon Pitsch.
4 Diamond Stud.
Ph 021 587 384

12.30pm

Lunch. Amberly, venue to be advised.

2pm-2.30

Visit Guy & Jenny Bassett’s commercial herd.
200 Derretts Road, Hororata. Ph 021 318 369/021 318 366.

3.30 4pm

Visit Ian & Anita Fleming. Strathwell Stud.
1026 Selwyn Lake Road.
Ph 027 693 4474
Evening meal.

Sun 29th May
11am
Visit Anne & Mike McSweeney. Dawn Mist Herd.
282 Woodside Road, Geraldine. Ph03 693 8862.
Lunch.
3pm

Visit Angela & Andrew Milne, Belfield Herd, 73Pit Road West.

Afternoon tea. Ph 027 231 7303 Ph (03) 693 7947
6.30 -7pm

Evening meal. Crate & Barrel, 3 Market Street, Leeston.
Accommodation Saturday & Sunday nights,
Leeston Hotel,3 Market Street, Leeston 7632
Ph 03 324 4000

Mon 30th May
9.30AM
NZ Red Poll Association AGM at the Crate & Barrel.
Any queries: Contact Ian Fleming (organiser) or Warwick Potts, Secretary.
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KAIHINAU REPORT
Thankfully most viruses do not translate to other species and so with the
population being affected dramatically by Covid-19, our livestock and cattle
remain within the paradigm of normal. Uncertainty of travel and infection is part
of everyone’s thoughts at the moment, with long term effects still to be taken
account of in the future. However, we can still go about our daily work, tending
our stock in response to seasonal activities on the farm. We hope and wish that
each of us has remained able and up to the challenge.
We are pleased with the performance of our cattle and are looking for 2 more
bull calves to take the two herds through another mating season. We have
some very good calves this year and all the male calves are steered. Don’t
despise the Friesian/Red Poll cross. The black persists and can compete with
any animal, Red Poll or not.
We have been selling rising 3 year heifers and steers with consistent prices.
I have neglected the fencing at our Kaihinau Road farm for a couple of years
and am paying for it now with lambs at weaning.
We are looking forward to the herd tour and seeing as many of you as we can
Regards to all,
Kath and Kelvin Lane

Red Poll/Friesian
cow with a group
of Red Poll and Red
Poll x Friesian
calves at Kaihinau.
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4 DIAMOND STUD REPORT
We have been really pleased with our 6 ladies that we purchased from Ian and
Anita Fleming last spring. They seem to really enjoy the hill country in North
Canterbury until they have to climb back up from the water trough. It should
keep them fit and ready to breed next Autumn.
Sharon and I have been really busy updating fences and building a small cabin
on the land. We have also added 38 horned and polled Wiltshire sheep and two
Boer goats to our 22 acres.
It has been a great summer with an amazing amount of grass! We have taken
two cuttings of hay (normally lucky to get one) off the bottom paddock, and it
is looking great again! This should be more than sufficient to see us through
the winter no matter what it throws at us!
I will be purchasing some Charolais- Red Poll cross calves to fatten in early April
to help finance some more Red Poll cows and to keep the grass under control.
I hope everyone enjoyed their Summer as much as we have.
Cheers
Doug and Sharon, Waikarishire.

Doug moving the electric fence on their Canterbury hill country
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STRATHWELL REPORT
Since the last newsletter we have had changeable weather that’s for sure. After
having to irrigate the pea ground prior to drilling, we then got six inches of rain
a month later. Some peas drowned out in the gullys of the paddock but 95%
survived.
Other crops like feed wheat just made the grade. A good couple of Nor –
Westerly winds aided in a prolonged harvest period.
As in all farm operations there seem to be swings and roundabouts. Although
we had a wet summer, our electricity bill for irrigation is well down.
We have entered the Virtual Autumn Show once again with our cow & calf and
yearling heifer. The results of this will be known after the closing date of 15 th
of April. Last year’s results where we came 2nd and 3rd respectively can be seen
on You Tube for those that are interested. I think there is a place for this type
of competition even when Covid isn’t a threat. Saves on freight costs, feed costs
and only costs $10 per class to enter. Also, the results can be viewed all around
the World.
Anita and I purchased four cows from Raglan. Not knowing what I got I was
surprised two cows recently calved in the middle of March, the first time I have
experienced Autumn calving. Not knowing their sire they will be commercial
stock.
Now that I have caught my season limit of two Salmon, Anita has suggested
that I now don’t have an excuse not to be in the garden. So, for those of you
that make it to our place on the tour, please take the time to look at our weed
free garden.
Cheers

Ian & Anita Fleming

“A pat on the back is only a few vertebrae removed from a kick in the pants
but is miles ahead in results.”

Ella Wheeler Wilcox 1850-1919
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A COVID CONUNDRUM by Robin L Shepherd.
I have some friends who are anti-vaxers
Great Kiwis who all pay taxes
They’re happy to take a risk they say
And pray Covid nineteen keeps away
Helped by chewing garlic and using herbs
Plus, the text of Brian Tamaki’s blurbs
And
They won’t have authorities dictate
That anyone should vaccinate
And
They defend their right to make a choice
And demand an audience for that voice
I listen and try to understand
Arguments that mandates are out of hand
But ultimate truths can’t be denied
That many un-vaccinated are ones who’ve died
And anti-vaxers are Covid sharers
Seeming not to be family carers.
I admit that I feel disappointed
That friends may happily be anointed
But mistrust or fear a vaccine prick
Designed to stop them getting sick.

NZ RED POLL BADGES
The
Association’s
new
badges
are
ready.
They are well made and beautifully finished and each one
comes in a lovely presentation packet.
$15 each + p & p (About $3.50 for up to 6 badges). Size is
approximately 3cm by 2¾cm.
Order from the Secretary, Warwick Potts, who will supply an invoice and the
badge.
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ROSEMARKIE REPORT
With the last of the urgent farm chores done for the present (rams out with the
stud ewe mobs) Warwick and I took an eight-day road trip north visiting friends
and culminating in a catch up with Warwick’s soon to be 92-year-old mother,
Jan.
We had a quick cuppa and catch up with
Betty & Athol Sowry, Athbey, before we
left Wairarapa.

L-R Warwick, Allan & Helen ➢
Our trip included staying two nights with
Helen and Allan Bridson of the Opoutere
Red Poll Stud. We had a good look over
the Opoutere cattle. There were some
very nice calves with the bulls inheriting the “look” of their sire. We also went
to visit Allan’s brother Murray and his wife, to see their green kiwifruit orchard.
We were told it costs $500,000 a hectare to get the licence to grow gold
kiwifruit. Murray’s orchards are long-established and had a very heavy crop.
About 1 month to go before picking. That evening we went out with them to
the local RSA restaurant for a tasty meal.
 Opoutere herd sire

Tamihana Winn Zorba
By Oakwood Zorba 2 out of
Supre Fame’s Winny, a cow
bred by Trafford’s stud out
of Taumarunui before it was
dispersed.
Lots of grass and fat cattle
here. Weaned the heifer
calves early March and the
bulls will be weaned in another week or so. Heifer weights down a bit but only
to be expected when weaned a month earlier than usual.
Regards,

Helen & Warwick
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RANGITHI REPORT
While the world scene is deeply troubling, and the effects of disease and war
are felt on New Zealand farms our cattle are blissfully unaware of those
traumatic events. The cows are still feeding their calves and the calves are doing
fine. They are all spoken for and will be sold out of the paddock to a local farmer
who has been impressed with the growth rates of Red Polls in recent years.
Another mob has recently had the bull removed, much to his displeasure and
we will be pregnancy testing that mob next week. Hopefully there will not be
any empties. If there are then they may be lucky with temporary reprieves as
there is a huge backlog of stock booked to go to the works.
Our stock are all well behaved and all come when called and shift easily. No
quad bikes or dogs required. Which is a saving in petrol and less hearing loss
for me. Some of them even stop by, expecting Joanne to give them a scratch.
Grass growth has been good during the summer. We had good hay in the sheds
before Christmas. The grass has rebounded and so far, there has been no need
to ration feed. Heavy showers this week will keep the kikuyu and paspalum
growing strongly. There has been a resurgence of paspalum in flood level
paddocks after it nearly died out. English grasses have slowed down. The cost
of fertiliser has made us revise our plans and we may revert to the traditional
lime and super mix along with a few dressings of liquid seaweed.
Our long-term plans for horses, which are the other arm of our enterprise, are
being revised as the market has been challenging with Covid affecting demand.
Quality still sells but marketing is often difficult. We have not seen an overseas
buyer for years.
It is exciting to know that our Association is already making plans for the next
International Conference. I hope that travel and related issues allow it to go
ahead.
My son Michael, a vet in UK has joined out family love of Red Polls and he is
now a shareholder in a small herd in Northern England.
Visitors are always welcome, so for Red Pollers travelling north, there will always
be a cup of tea.
Robin Shepherd
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INTERNATIONAL RED POLL
CONGRESS SOUTH AFRICA,
March 2020, Part 7
If no photo credit it’s taken by me or Warwick - Helen

Tuesday 17th March 2020

[Editor’s note – Having a chuckle on rereading my notes for the next couple of
days – can tell how bumpy the road is by how legible my notes are!]
An 8am start this morning. We are heading to the Grootzuurfontein Stud of
Arnold Grisel. We were made aware once we arrived that Arnold’s wife and
partner in the stud, Lizette, had passed away a few months prior to our visit.
Initially we travelled along open country with hills and ranges in the distance.
The roads were not as well managed as those in Western Cape. We passed a
paddock with lots of prickly pear and sisal (agave sisalana). We came to vast
open plains on our left with stepped or mesa type hills in the distance. Pasture
more frequent rather than scrub. We came to the little town of Homeyer. A few
men lounging around. An informal settlement out of town. Lots of bars and
wire. A public library though.

Hills in the distance with an ubiquitous windmill in the foreground. Taken from
the bus. Many of the farms had windmills to supply their water.
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At a stop sign we go over a series of bump strips. Turn right. We’re now on a
long straight road. Sheep being grazed extensively. Termite hills and then back
into the hills. Next is the small town of Steynsburg. Tidy informal settlements
with more recently built brick houses. A nice row of eucalypts. Policeman in
street wearing a side arm. We see a sign pointing to Molteno – the coldest town
in South Africa. Town is known for a population of itinerant Nigerians – illegal
migrants. They tend to be pedlars, no ID. Their children may in time become
citizens.
Further along a sign warns of potholes for the next 40kms. We pass two small
paddocks of bright green – lucerne perhaps? A few dams, walls mounded on
two sides – similar to the Queensland “crow’s nest” dams. We pass by a Road
Maintenance ute.
We are going on a side trip to the
Gariep Dam, near the town of
Norvalspont. It bounds the Free State
and Eastern Cape Provinces. This was
built in 1971 and named the Hendrik
Verwoerd Dam but once the
Apartheid era finished this was
considered politically incorrect. It is
built on the Orange River and was
renamed the Gariep Dam in 1996.
Gariep is the native Khoekhoe word
for river. The name Orange is after
the Dutch Royal family’s House of
Orange.
The dam was 92% full at the time we visited. The dam wall is 88 metres high.
It has 360 megawatt installed capacity. Nearby there is a small settlement and
a Franchise Forever Family Resort. They are spread through South Africa. There
are many small yachts in the marina, and we can see a viewing boat out on the
dam. There was a quick stop at a restaurant for loos and coffee. We bought a
large bag of mini chocolate bars to share which were very well received. I even
found a small bag of mini–Liquorice All Sorts for Warwick – his favourite sweets!

15

A right turn back onto the main road and hills and veldt again. We passed over
an overbridge on to the main highway (N1) and then on to it ourselves. Lots of
trucks; speed limit is 120kmh. South Africa has 1 million accidents annually; 40
dead per day and 20 per day disabled according to Petrusa. The N1 highway
begins in Cape Town then through Bloemfontein, Johannesburg, Pretoria and
Polokwane to Beit Bridge on the border with Zimbabwe .
Springfontein is an important Railway junction on the line to Johannesburg.
Apparently the 1,000-foot elevation above sea level was hard on the old steam
engines.
We’re approaching Arnold Griesel’s
property in the False Karoo. Sandra
and Pieter van Wyk joined us here.
The homestead was surrounded by
beautiful gardens with many roses.
We had a very welcome cuppa and
food.

The Editor takes time to smell the
roses ➢
The farm had good rain in February
but the 7 months prior were dry.
The farm runs about 80% sheep
(Merinos) and 20% cattle. The area
was settled by the British in 1879. Arnold’s father bought the farm in the 1940’s.
Cows were milked and supplied a cheese factory. Situated on a watershed,
water on the farm flows towards the Orange River. From Springfontein the
water flows the other way.
From the Tour Handbook, “The farming operations can be characterised as
extensive farming. The average rainfall is 422mm per annum. The vegetation
type is both grassland and Karoo, typical of the False-Karoo Veld. (Very cold
winter, warm summers and often drought conditions) Here the Karoo bush
under normal conditions carries livestock through the winter with only salt as
supplementary feeding support. Temperature vary, from -15°C up to 40°C.
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The cattle maintain around 90%
weaning on natural pastures.
This occurs on land which could
be regarded as marginal for
cattle farming – given the
relatively low rainfall. This attests
to the versatility of the breed.”

Herd sire at Grootzuurfontein ➢
A research project, Sustainable
Stock Farming Together with
Varying Climatic Conditions was introduced on the farm during 1984. This
meant regular measuring of performance so the decision to found a stud was
taken in September 2007. Overall, the farm has had Red Polls for around 80
years.
Arnold’s main goal is “Pasture adapted animals with highly reproductive traits
and statistics under natural pasture conditions with limited aid of strategic
supplementary feeding”.
His secondary breeding goals include cows which produce above average milk
while calving annually; lighter birth weight calves for ease of calving; high calf
weight relative to dam’s size; good killing out percentage; longevity, and genetic
improvement by using the genetic pools of other Red Poll studs where semen
has come been introduced from UK, Australia, and the USA.
He aims to keep about 50 cows, but numbers creep up – about 15% of farming
operations. His preferred cow weight is around 477kg.
Performance testing is maintained through participation in the SA Studbook
Performance Testing Scheme. He also sells bulls occasionally out of their area.
Grootzuurfontein Farm was awarded the Peter Edwards Award and Trophy for
the Best Conservation Farmer in the Free State by the Grassland Society of
Southern Africa in 2014.
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We had a talk by Dr Mias van der Westhuizen from Glen Agricultural College at
Bloemfontein. He spoke on how poor veld management over the years has left
some pastures in SA with deep scars. There has been a dominance of less
desirable, less palatable pastures. Arnold’s farm was poor initially which had a
negative impact on productivity. In 1998, only 10% of the rangeland was in
excellent condition. Some degraded land was unable to be repaired.
Supplementary feeding is not a good thing as it can lead to overstocking of the
fragile rangeland.
Objectives are to improve the range and to increase grazing capacity etc. Data
collection has included botanical composition, rangeland conditions and grazing
capacity as well as rainfall, soil samples for Phosphate and salinity. Livestock
data is used to select the stock type.
In 2004 the farm was further divided from 5 camps into 9 camps. Veld is grazed
for 1 ½ months then rests for 6 months. The time of year for grazing changes
over 4 years. Grass types have improved from 2004 -2019. Palatability of the
karoo shrubs increases when the veld is in good condition.

Enjoying the sun at Grootzuurfontein
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As an aside, I spoke to Gerrie van der Walt, a friend of Arnold’s and on talking
about being from Wairarapa in NZ he said he had judged the wool handling at
the Golden Shears in Masterton in 2012.
After the usual ritual of our host being thanked we boarded the bus to travel
up to Bloemfontein. Petrusa gave a few further facts about South Africa.
Northern Cape has about 3 people every square kilometre. Free State has a
density of 21 per square km. south Africa as a whole, has 1.3 million square km
with an estimated population of 58 million (some of the borders are quite
porous). Population consists of approximately 9% white, 1.8% coloured with
the remainder being black.
Bloemfontein – nickname “City of Roses” – home of the Toyota Cheetahs Rugby
Team. The city's Sesotho name is Mangaung, meaning "place of cheetahs".
Johnannesburg’s nickname is “City of Gold”.
Bloemfontein was formally established in 1846. Current population is around
556,000. 120 persons per km. the population ethnicity is black 56%, coloured
13%, white about 30%. The common languages are Afrikaans 42.5%, Sesotho
33.4, English 7.5 and Khosa 7.1%. Bloemfontein is the Provincial Capital of Free
State and hosts the main South African Appeal Court.
We return to N1 heading north and divert to Coleberg truckstop to refuel. Diesel
is cheaper in the countryside than on the coast. On the road a few slower trucks
– plenty of passing lanes. Countryside, veld and hills, with wide plains.
We see a Bonsmara cattle stud (says so on the sign!) and later a flock of what
look to be Damara cross sheep. We also pass a Truck Layoff complete with
permanent gazebos, toilets and concrete tables and stools. Several trucks were
parked up there. We’re now about 40kms from Bloemfontein. Passed a truck
carrying cars – “Cars To Anywhere”. We also passed a large mob of mixed breed
cattle being driven by a herdsman on his horse on the veld.
We travelled through the Kroonval toll gate – no alternative route. On to our “5
Star” accommodation at Dersley Manor. Unbeknownst to Petrusa this hotel was
on its way out. Must have been spectacular once.
To be continued ….
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THE POLLED SUFFOLK BREED

Details: LOW, David (1786-1859). The Polled Suffolk Breed. [Pl. IX].
London: [Wilson & Ogilvie for] Longman, Orme, Brown, Green, and Longmans,
1842. Hand-coloured lithograph by Fairland from a drawing by William
Nicholson, after a painting by William Shiels.
A beautiful and carefully observed portrait of one of the most historically
important breeds of cow, from David Low's 'The Breeds of the Domestic Animals
of the British Islands', a famous pioneering work illustrating the forerunners of
all of today's most important breeds of horses, cows, sheep and pigs.
David Low, professor of Agriculture at Edinburgh University, produced these
beautiful lithographs as a reference for those interested in the infant science of
selective breeding. He was concerned that the relatively simple basic concepts
of matching a breed to its environment whilst improving its productivity were
not understood by the majority of farmers or breeders. With the help of a
government grant from Earl Spencer, Low set up the agricultural museum in
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Edinburgh. The artist William Shiels of the Royal Scottish Academy was
commissioned to produce a series of paintings of all the significant breeds of
economic significance in Great Britain at the time. These paintings were then
used as the basis for Low's important work.

Polled Suffolk Bull by William Shiels

Editor’s Note:
Interesting to see the cream-coloured udder on the lithograph of the cow. I
assume she has a cream switch on her tail, a bit hard to discern. The cream
colour is more visible on the bull’s tail.
I found these images and write up online. The lithograph of the cow was for
sale at $US500!
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UK REPORT NATIONAL HERD COMPETITION 2021
Judges Review, Quentin Edwards. Part Two
5.
Large herd. The Woldsman herd - Stephen Prescott, Andrew,
Dorothy and their son Ben.
The drive to Yorkshire was not as tiring as we had anticipated and we were
strengthened by a delicious supper of Red Poll beef, real Yorkshire puddings
and delicious home-grown vegetables on our arrival. The Prescott herd prefix
Woldsman has been in existence for at least five generations, and it is no
exaggeration to say that the Prescott family, and Steven and Yvonne especially,
have done a great deal to ensure the survival of Red Polls and to increase the
quality of the National herd through the sale of Bulls and breeding heifers.
Stephen's clear-headed determination to ensure that Red Polls pay their way as
part of a large farm business has encouraged others to consider the Red Poll
not only as a rewarding and enjoyable option for Hobby farmers but as a
precious breed with commercial potential. At the same time, Steven’s presence
on Council as a larger farmer has added weight and good sense to its
deliberations and he and Yvonne have been warm hosts and engaging
ambassadors for the breed over many years.
The sense of commercial purpose mentioned above has helped to shape the
Woldsman herd and there has been a push to create a more saleable beefy
version of Red Poll, whilst retaining the many temperamental qualities that
make them such a pleasure to handle. Stephen, his son Andrew, and grandson
Ben have continued to experiment, to try cross breeding and to keep the herd
paying. The extensive tour of the herd revealed some fine stock grazing over
scattered fields - the journey round the whole operation was 26 miles by car.
As supervision falls increasingly to Andrew and Ben, the time involved will
become an increasing factor and problems like the current state of eye
infections which seem to be recurring in the herd point to a need for isolation
which is going to be tricky and time-consuming given the spread of the cattle.
The Yorkshire Wolds are a beautiful part of England with expansive views and
hint of the proximity of even wider space in the form of the sea. This creates a
feeling of exposure and the fine sweeping valleys in the terrain make a welcome
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protection from winds coming off the North Sea. It is also real corn land and
harvest was well underway as we drove through miles of golden fields with the
smell of corn in the air.
The Prescott’s seem to be able to turn their hand to almost anything on their
farms, from corn silos to quarrying their own chalk, from haulage businesses to
bird seed supplying. Even more substantial barns have gone up since we last
visited and all built on a carefully thought through plan for the big machines.
They are a resilient and self-reliant family, and it is good to see succession
planning firmly in place. The next generation is already engaged in planning the
future of the farm. We left them with a deep sense of admiration for what has
been achieved so far and I hope that Red Polls will continue to be part of that
in the future,
6. Large herd. The Grafton Herd – The Countess of Euston, Managed by
Estate Manager Andrew Blenkiron.
Driving onto the Euston Estate, it was difficult to work out where precisely we
were on the Countess’ land for this is the county of large estates and the
presence of a Euston combine on the adjoining Eversley land finishing up
harvest for them might have made it even harder to guess.
Once again, we were presented with an immaculate and well-ordered largescale farming operation: fields of onions, acres of harvested corn and a winding
river with broad meadows grazed by Cheviot crosses and, of course, the
wonderful glowing bronze of Red Poll - although as it was a bright sunny day,
they were contriving to disappear in the shadows. Fortunately, our search for
them was conducted by car so we did not spend hours searching in vain.
This is a magnificent estate with a strong feeling of long-standing high-quality
production sharpened by the cutting edge of technology and a leading exponent
of environmental stewardship. Everything serves the steady purpose of
ensuring the estate makes money and it is cleverly interwoven with the new
initiatives serving rather than suppressing the productivity of the land. Field
margins are extensively planted with wildflower mixes, many of the species
being rare. This enhances the pollinator and predator population for the crops,
and also, provides inviting cover and food for pheasant and partridge. A huge
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anaerobic digester generates gas for fizzy drinks but also 8000 tons of rich fibre
to enhance the estate’s topsoil. The Red Poll herd was the best I have seen,
having reached the consistency of uniform quality whilst maintaining the
familiar quiet character and companionable animals. Again I encountered a very
busy Estate Manager who, besides the huge farming enterprise, is responsible
for overseeing the safe passage of an array of big public events: the East of
England Game Fair at the end of September, the Red Rooster Bluegrass and
Blues Festival advertised as we were driving. All of these attract tens of
thousands of people and involve meticulous planning and careful adjustments
to the farming enterprise.
Andrew Blenkiron chooses to run the 60 cow Red Poll herd almost entirely by
himself, justifying the decision by pointing out the handling advantages of the
cattle being more biddable because they know him and were less likely to be
flighty when confronted by unfamiliar people. But he also admits to enjoying
the grounding business of caring for cattle. It is therapy in a high-pressure job
and means he is very much around the estate engaged in practical matters.
This is good for his staff.
I was very much reminded of the number of times I've met old farmers whose
memories go back to the 1950s and whose eyes light up at the mention of Red
Poll. There is something very companionable about them and people remember
working with them with affection.
This herd was no exception for in addition to very good length and breadth of
good beef breeding stock, tidy udders, there was a consistent glow of colour,
lovely (to me) well-formed heads, bright clean eyes well apart, straight top lines
with few rising tails and then, on top, a vigorous, enthusiastic, lively bunch of
cattle, friendly and engaged, secure in their environment. It was clear that
Andrew enjoyed looking after them.
7.
Small herd. Loudham Herd – Owned by Dr. Mike Lynch, overseen by
Estate Manager, Scott Jennings but managed day to day by Stockman Mark
Gilbert.
We left the Euston Estate after a tasty lunch provided by Jenny Blenkiron and
drove towards Ipswich where we were due to visit the Loudham estate. This
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has been owned by Dr Mike Lynch for the last 10 years, during which time he
has been establishing a Red Poll herd. We were met by Mark Gilbert who is in
charge of the cattle and the breeding program as well as maintaining the
pastures. This is a good allocation of responsibility and he is clearly loving it.
Arriving 3 years ago, he needed to pull the herd together and made the wise
decision to cut back numbers in order to focus where the breed was going. The
result is a herd in transition with several fine cows but not all of a piece yet.
However, the young stock give a flavour of what is to come with improved
confirmation and a lovely deep colour courtesy of their bull, Heathgate Frank,
purchased from Denis Jenkins. He's a magnificent fellow, a good head, broad
muzzle, eyes wide apart and with that warm curiosity that is one of the most
appealing characteristics of the breed, the chest broad and deep, legs short and
well spread to hold his substantial frame. As a genetic M1, he is a good example
of what can be achieved and has put this herd on a promising footing for the
future
Mark has a well-supported herd. There is good housing, scope for expansion
and he can have what he needs to get things right. Just as there is room for
greater consistency in the cattle, there is also the potential for more active
pasture management to improve the lays and enable the land to carry more
stock. It was good also to meet Nicole, Mark’s assistant, a young woman coming
into cattle management from a zoo background, looking after rhinos amongst
other creatures! I didn't get the impression she would be phased by lively Red
Polls.
The setting and the fine house and park make an attractive place to view Red
Polls and again, here this breed can fulfil another of its strengths; they look
good in the landscape.
8.

Large herd. Fordscroft herd - Peter Irish, wife Lilian and son Michael

The final leg of our journey took us home to Cools for a pause and a catch up
with our farm, then onto Peter Irish’s farm at Crewkerne. Of all the finalists,
Peter is probably the newest recruit to the Red Poll Cattle Society, but he brings
a wealth of dairy cattle experience from having farmed on quite a large scale.
Like many other cattlemen, he has decided to wind down by taking on a native
breed. Over the years I have supplied Red Poll breeding stock to retiring
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farmers, vets, cattle dealers and others who find the idea of life without cattle
inconceivable and they have chosen one of the breeds that have developed in
the UK as the most attractive option. Again, the Red Poll has a quiet disposition,
is naturally friendly and easy calving and handling. What's not to like?
Peter's herd, being relatively new, still displayed the variety of his sources, but
it won't take long for the next few years to establish a more consistent pattern
of animal. The layout of his farm has posed one or two challenges in that the
cattle have been less than keen on making their way over extensive concrete
dairy yards and are yet to come obediently to the call. I think Peter is
experiencing something of the shock of exchanging dairy cattle for a beef herd,
where the new relationship has to recognise that beef stock tend to have more
of a mind of their own and are more easily called than driven.
At the same time, there's been some ingenious adaptations of the large dairy
to its new occupants, and I was particularly taken with the idea of metal bars
across the old stalls so calves can have access to a protected space and can
withdraw from the larger animals in the herd. Peter's dairy experience also leads
him to be very hands-on and the treatments for preventing the dreaded
Leptospirosis, BVD, Johnes and IBR were rigorous and regular. He may allow
himself to sit back a little as time moves on but there's no sign of that yet!
While Peter is getting to know his new cattle, his sons have developed a
successful tourism business on the farm and beyond. Being quite close to the
south coast suggested the potential for self-catering converted farm buildings,
shepherds’ huts, yurts and roundhouses. Michael is convinced that a major draw
is the inclusion of hot tubs for many of the units and their high occupancy rates
seem to bear this out. A small lake forms an attractive focal point for many of
the dwellings, but the real wow factor is the stunning setting of this farm.
Dominated by the hill site of the 12th century Crewkerne castle, the farm nestles
in a bowl formed by surrounding hills. It is one of the loveliest settings for a
farm I have seen, and I include my own in that!
At the end of our visit, Peter’s wife, Lillian, gave us a lovely cup of tea and
homemade biscuits. Maggie and I were very grateful to all our hosts during the
trip for their kind hospitality and generosity with their time. We really enjoyed
seeing this wide variety of farming enterprises and the common denominator
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was some very fine cattle. Red Polls are in a good place to face the challenging
future of farming.
Large Herd and Overall Winner – Euston Estate’s Grafton Herd
Small Herd winner. - The Tompkins Family’s Boames Herd

Some the Tompkins family’s Boames herd of cattle, October 2021

Editor recently received an email from Dirk Steyn in South Africa showing
a realistic probabilities breeding chart for Bonsmara cattle. I have run out
of space in the News but if anyone is interested email me and I will send
it to you. It is part of a series of lifetime breeding charts on many different
species of animals.
Helen
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JAMAICA NEWS
I hope you are all coping with the new norms of our existence. We continue
to be grateful for survival.
In doing some research in my herd records, I found the performance of one
of my crossbred cows which I am sharing with you. You have my permission
to share it with others through your News at such time that is most
convenient to you.
The Red Poll and Brahman cross is a useful commercial beef animal, and
this particular animal, is of enviable genetic merit in breeding for a tropical
environment. Her selected female progeny are entered in our Experimental
Register which features in the development of our Jamaica Red Polls.
With love and best wishes from your associates in Jamaica,

Karl Wellington
YS FARM
JAMAICA RED POLL EXPERIMENTAL REGISTER
PERFORMANCE OF F1
COW KW 42/7
Sire: Hercules KW 40/2.
HB No. 9619
Jamaica Brahman
Dam: Mystery’s Clarice
KW 6/3.
HB No. 32314
Jamaica Red Poll
DOB: 04.11.2007
Diagnosed Pregnant
Calves YTD: 11
Age at 11th calving
Mean Calving Interval:

First Calving - 09.01.11 Age 38 months
28.10.21
7 Males
4 Females
160 months
12 months
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SCHRAFFT FARMS AUTUMN REPORT
The last nine months has been a busy time with calving and then all the issues
that go with keeping cows and calves healthy and well fed. Adding spice to the
mix has been Covid. We carried a variety of breeds of cows with 200 plus mated
to Simmental bulls.
Overall, the weather has been kind and grass has grown well. We harvested a
smaller than usual hay crop and bought in our silage. These strategies were
aimed at keeping a flush of grass ahead of the mobs during the late spring and
through the summer.
We have two small mobs of Red Poll cows. Fifteen head in each. These are all
originally from Rangithi and were bred by Gena and Robin Shepherd. One mob
of six year old cows had been mated with carefully selected Simmental bulls.
We have been delighted with the progeny which have had the advantages of
some excellent Simmental genetics over excellent Red Poll mothers who have
produced strong calves which they have mothered well with their wellrecognised capacity to provide generous amounts of milk.
Those calves went to the weaner sales last week as eight-month-old animals.
They were popular with bidders. The bull calves were an exceptionally even line
weighing between 330 and 337 kg. They sold for $1240.00 a head.
The heifers averaged 302 kg and sold for $915.00
The pure Red Poll weaners, sired by Houtu Thor have all been spoken for by a
local farmer who is building up a line of Red Polls as part of his stock. Some will
be for fattening, but he is choosing some females as breeding stock.
Once again, we have found that our Red Poll cows have done very well on our
hillier paddocks with a predominance of kikuyu pasture.
We are considering adding more Red Poll cows to our two mobs.
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We hear that planning is under way for an international Red Poll conference in
New Zealand and we will welcome any of those overseas visitors and our Kiwi
fellow breeders, if their itinerary brings them this far north.

Rob & Joanne

Schraft R3 heifers and their calves grazing on the kikuyu pasture of the hilly
home farm

Schrafft Farm weaner bull out of a Red Poll cow by a Simmental Bull
He was 8months old in the photo. Since sold on.
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THE CLASSIC LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT SERVICE – The Female Edition
by Albert Hancock, Kookabookra Stud, Australia
In this article I will address the four basic traits when selecting a female for
your breeding herd. When selecting heifers at 12 months of age we would
visually evaluate in the stockyard crush the following four traits.
1. Bone Structure – We feel either on the jaw or the rib for flatness of
bone. A score is given from 1 to 5, lowest scores are the best.
1

3

Flat and concave

Flat

5
Round

2. Hormonal Traits – This trait is identified and an overall score from 1
to 5 is given when assessing:
(a) The softness and suppleness of skin and hair
(b) The position of the hormonal swirls
(c) The greasiness of the hair on the spine.
3. Quantity of Milk – to identify and score this trait we look at the hair
pattern of the escutcheon. In a female the escutcheon is larger than
the male. A very good escutcheon would extend from the front of the
udder up to the vulva.
4. Quality of Milk – to identify and score this trait we look at the
yellowness of the flake in the tail swish.
The more colour and flake in the tail means that the calf will have
access to high butterfat milk.
After scoring the 4 traits we would then select Females with an average score
of 3 or less to then do the Linear Measurements. Linear measuring is a balanced
measurement method of cattle developed by Dr. Jan Bonsma that adds another
dimension to the selection of animals for quality and quantity. The aim is to
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develop a method that is needed to produce the most profitable beef animal on
a sustainable basis.
The equipment that we use are a set of callipers and a measuring stick designed
in the USA by Gerald Fry. There are ten measurements that we record and I
will give you a summary of these measurements taken from the book:

“Reproduction & Animal Health” by Charles Walters & Gerald Fry
published 2003, Acres USA.
SUMMARY OF THE LINEAR MEASUREMENTS - FEMALE
1. Top Line: The top line is the total length of the animal from the
front of the poll to the back of the rump.
2. Body Length or 2/3 Top Line: The two-thirds top line is
composed of the rump length and back length or distance from the
middle dip in the vertebrate between the shoulder blades to back
of rump. If the back is too long it will affect the neck length and
the animal is out of balance.
3. Rump Length: This is the distance between the back of the rump
and the front of the hips. In females the rump length should not
exceed 40% of the 2/3 Top Line. The rump length sets the standard
for femininity.
4. Neck Length: This is the distance between the dip in the middle
vertebrate in the shoulders and the poll. Hence this should be onethird of the Top Line. If the neck is too long the cow will be high
maintenance and easily stressed.
5. Heart Girth: This is the total distance around the animal’s heart
girth. The heart girth should be equal to the top line or larger at 12
months of age.
6. Flank Circumference: This is the total distance around the flank
of the animal. This should be at least 2 inches larger than the Heart
Girth. This is a fertility and maternal trait indicator.
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7. Rump Width: This is the distance across the rump of the animal.
The rump width should be 2.5 inches wider than the rump length.
The wider the rump compared to the rump length is an indicator of
high fertility.
8. Rump Height: This is the distance from the ground to the height
of the rump. The rump width should be at least 40% of rump height
in a female. Taller animals tend to be out of balance, slow to come
into puberty, thus low in fertility and reproductive efficiency.
9. Shoulder Width: This is the distance between the point of the
shoulders. In females the shoulder width should be the same as the
rump length. Too wider shoulder width will cause a lower milk
production, too narrower shoulder width will result in a higher
maintenance female and reproductive problems.
10. Thurl: The distance from the thurl to the topline should be at least
13% of the animal’s overall height. A properly structured Thurl
makes for ease of calving.
In a female the udder should be small and tucked neatly between the back legs
with four equally placed teats, each 3-4 inches long. The udder should attach
high up behind the back legs for longevity and soundness. The udder should
not be tilted up in the front. The mother’s udder has a direct influence on the
scrotal make-up of her sons.
The CLMS helps us to select females that:
•
•
•

Will deliver a calf that is 7-8% of her body weight
Will wean a calf at least 55% of her body weight
Will have heifers that should cycle at 10 months of age and go in
calf at 14 months of age.

In females we concentrate on selecting for reproduction and low maintenance
as this will also have a positive influence on all the other good traits.
For further information and clarification, you are welcome to email:
Hancock45@hotmail.com.
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YONGERELLEN STUD, AUSTRALIA
Murray Williams recently sent me an article from ABC Rural about the
devastating fire which swept through his property in mid February.this year.
Murray was in hospital having surgery on his knee at the time of the fire. The
fire was one of several which swept through the Corrigin complex burning a
total of 45,058 hectares and destroying four homes.
Murray lost 50% of his 2,000 hectare property. It burnt down several sheds
including three that contained machinery. The young man looking after Murray’s
property while he was in hospital, Oliver McLeary, managed to move 100 head
of stud cattle but in doing so lost the house he had recently moved into along
with his clothes, tools and furniture. Oliver also has a few Red Polls which he
runs with Murray’s.
 L to R, Murray &

Oliver
Photo: Richard Hudson,
ABC Rural

Oliver said the wind
changed, which put the
cattle in danger. He
had had to move
several mobs.
Murray is quoted as
saying, “He is an
outstanding
young
man. He just obviously kept his cool, did what he had to do and got his priorities
right. Human life is the first priority in any incident and then animal welfare,
and he certainly got that animal welfare sorted.”
Murray also said there would be some valuable learning opportunities for the
young farm manager ahead, as he dealt with the aftermath... that experience
of coming through a fire and learning things and insurance... rebuilding, soil
management etc.
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OFF-BEAT POLLS, A BREED THAT SHINES

By Fiona Myers, THE WEEKLY TIMES.CO.AU 9th Feb, 2022, Bull Buyer Guide
They may fly under the radar, but Red Poll cattle are the quiet achievers of the
beef world.
And it is their functionality and efficiency that keeps a band of commercial
operators seeking their genetics across Australia, according to southern NSW
breeder Ian Coghlan.
Ian, together with wife Jill, run the Eurimbla stud at Gerogery, north of Albury,
NSW, and sell bulls and heifers privately each year. Yet the interest in their
cattle also comes from international buyers keen to secure their genetics, with
live cattle sold to New Zealand and genetics sold to a range of countries
including England as well as a recent shipment of 71 embryos to Jamaica.
Ian comes from a line of Red Poll enthusiasts and when he and Jill married in
1974, they started their own stud.
Ian knew the attributes of the breed well: fertility, performance, longevity, ease
of management and excellent carcass characteristics, including marbling, fat
cover and large eye muscle areas. It is these carcass characteristics, both as
purebred and crossbred animals that have encouraged a growing base of clients
wanting to infuse the Red Poll genetics into their herds.
“People see the way they perform in carcass competitions or feedlot trials, and
then they come to look for these genetics,” Ian said.
“Red Polls are renowned for their carcass quality, yet they also have excellent
structure and disposition.
“The cattle are known for their function, efficiency, and ease of management.
“Red Polls might well be considered the no-frills breed at the moment and that
could be that people are not aware of their attributes.
“We have very strong demand when we sell females – both heifers and cows
and calves – and there is a waiting list of people that want them.”

36

Ian said clients were using their bulls in a range of markets, everything from
weaners to bullocks.
Ian knows what the Red Poll genetics can do, having seen the benefits of hybrid
vigour. After joining a line of Red Poll heifers to an Angus bull, and calving them
down with no difficulties, he sold the nine-month-old steer progeny straight off
their mothers weighing more than 400kg.
And with bull buying season now starting, Ian said it was important to consider
five factors when selecting a new sire, regardless of breed.
Feet were key, not only of the bull that was being considered, but also its
parents. Ian said most animals’ feet looked good at a young age, but could
break down later.
Udders on the dams of bulls were also important to consider if a sire was being
selected to breed replacement heifers in a self-replacing herd.
Fertility was a given, and all bulls should come with a fertility test, while a good
temperament was vital in easy management of cattle.
A bull should also have good structure, with well-laid in shoulders and good
mobility.
“Overlaying all of these fundamentals are Breedplan and other performance
figures which should include moderate birth weight, good growth, and positive
figures for fat, eye muscle area and intramuscular fat,” Ian said.
With the heady success of the beef market, Ian said producers had more money
to spend, but should do so wisely.
Selecting a bull that did not meet strict selection criteria, especially structure,
could prove to be a costly mistake, especially if it broke down after one or two
joinings. “Bulls breaking down is such a serious issue and that’s something that
is so attractive about the Red Polls. “In the hundreds of bulls that we have sold
we are aware of only one that had an issue so longevity is something the breed
prides itself on.”
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Alongside the Red Polls, Ian and Jill run a herd of Shorthorns, and offer Red
Poll, Shorthorn and Red Poll-Shorthorn bulls for private sale throughout the
year.

Red Poll Society (UK)
If you would like to join to the Red Poll Cattle Society
(UK) contact secretary@redpoll.co.uk
or write to:
The Secretary,
1 Nabbott Road,
Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 SW
The overseas membership subscription is £30 sterling; includes three printed
issues a year of the newsletter. The newsletter is also available to view on line
gratis.
Red Poll Merchandise
The UK Society has a fundraising 2022 Red Poll Calendar £6.99 plus post and
packaging; branded sweat & polo shirts etc for sale.
[Google “Red Poll Cattle Society UK, merchandise” Came up first time – Editor]
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FROM THE EDITOR
Hi Everyone,
Thanks to those who contributed to this newsletter.
Don’t forget the old saying that a picture is worth a thousand words – so send
me photos. Preferably with captions that explain which animal/s or
person/people it is.
When taking photos watch the backgrounds for other cattle’s feet, grubby
behinds etc.
I never say no (well, rarely) to the written word either!

Helen
A Bit of History
Red Poll Cattle Growing Popularity
(National Library Papers Past) Manawatu Times 18 Sept. 1936)
Discerning farmers will have noticed the marked increase in popularity of the
Red Poll cattle throughout New Zealand. Factors accounting for this include the
breeds extraordinary adaptability to the requirements of breeders of beef and
dairy cattle. Their qualities include extreme hardihood, great foraging
capabilities, docility and well-balanced deep fleshing and milking propensities.
The New Zealand and Australian Land Co., owning vast cattle run interests in
Australia, have found the Red Poll eminently suited for the raising of prime
bullocks. Throughout their 27 large cattle runs they are breeding large lines of
Red Poll cross bullocks, that have frequently topped Australian beef markets,
more especially the Brisbane market, and this after long drives from off their
way back stations.
Interested farmers will have an opportunity of acquiring first class stock at the
forthcoming annual Red Poll sale which is to be held shortly in Feilding.

Photos Back Cover
Top: 4 Diamond Stud heifers, bought from Fleming’s Strathwell Stud.
Bottom: Commercial Opoutere heifer at Murray Bridson’s.
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